EDRD 620:  Spring 2009

Optional Assignment for Reflection 2:

The following letter was posted on FL TEACH—Sunday March 15th
Dear Listeros,

Friday afternoon I was informed that the department chairs will meet with the assistant superintendent in charge of curriculum regarding how we can improve writing skills, since our school's scores on the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) are below what they should be. This meeting will be on Tuesday afternoon, not a lot of time to dig up stuff.

In my opinion and experience, students who read a lot are much better writers than those who avoid reading.  Not only are their mechanics better but their vocabulary is richer, their sentences more complex and their arguments better-formed.

Is there research comparing improvement in writing if students simply write more, as opposed to also reading more?  Or am I totally off base here?

I've googled reading + better writing, more reading + better writing etc. and most of what I've come up with has been from bloggers, professional writers, and the like.  I did find a nice bulleted list on a Krashen site (sdkrashen).


This is a topic I'd love to sink my teeth into and run with but there are two full school days and a couple of meetings happening between now and then.  If anyone can point me in the right direction, you would be helping me defend our WL program.

Of a district of roughly 400 teachers, 95 layoff letters were sent to both tenured and untenured teachers.  Nine of these letters went to our 14-member district-wide WL department.  They won't all stick, but in the current economy, it's hard to know what will happen.  I need all the help I can get.

TIA,
LaVonne


Reflection II Option B (note: Option A is in the syllabus): 
What would you write back to LaVonne? 

· Is reading connected to writing?  How?  What course readings support your argument?

· What methods and strategies can language teachers use to help students improve their literacy skills? What course readings support your ideas?

Your response should be 1-3 pages in APA format.
